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DownloadNumerous systems are known that permit the production of images
without the use of an x-ray system. See, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,228,059;
5,260,151; 5,264,953; 5,314,634; 5,319,638; 5,353,124; 5,357,387; 5,376,858;
5,405,096; 5,471,057; 5,479,236; 5,548,657; 5,573,166; 5,656,491; and
5,689,717. In U.S. Pat. No. 5,328,460, a method and apparatus for producing a
radiographic image of a subject is disclosed. In particular, a method and
apparatus is provided that utilizes a controllable linear accelerator and a sharp
source of penetrating radiation. A radiographic detector is provided that has a
photosensitive layer. The photosensitive layer is deposited upon a substrate, and
the substrate is positioned between the subject and the source of penetrating
radiation. The method and apparatus described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,328,460
requires that the substrate itself be the radiographic detector. In U.S. Pat. No.
5,453,792, a method and apparatus for producing a radiographic image of a
subject is disclosed that includes a flat panel imaging device that includes a first
polymer-based layer and a second glass based layer with an intermediate barrier
layer therebetween. The panels are stacked to form a sandwich. The sandwich is
exposed to penetrating radiation that deposits energy at the first polymer-based
layer. When a voltage is applied across the panels, imagewise charge carriers are
generated in the first polymer-based layer and deposited in the barrier layer. The
imagewise deposited charge carriers are transported through the barrier layer
and stored in the second glass layer that is the energy detector. In U.S 04aeff104c
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