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ENFD-5310.Apple has finally gotten the permission it
needs to open up Siri's natural language processing
and speech recognition capabilities for use by third-
party developers, CNET has learned. If the changes

Apple has agreed to go through happen as
described by an anonymous source with knowledge
of the new agreement, they should open up the Siri

developer platform to third-party app makers in
October. Siri's natural language processing and

speech recognition were hidden behind the
company's vast walled garden. Apple was the only

one that could request a usage license from the
company for its Siri APIs, which were used to create
third-party chat apps, game makers and other types
of utility apps. That walled garden worked well for

Apple, but it also kept outside developers out of the
game. The Apple source's word of the agreement is

that Apple and SAP, which supplies the analytics
software Apple uses for Siri, have agreed to open up
those services. SAP has previously said that it was
not interested in making its APIs public, but it has

been in talks with Apple about opening Siri to
developers. Both Apple and SAP declined comment

on the agreement. Under the new arrangement,
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third-party developers can use the voice-recognition
services to create apps that make use of Siri's
"intents" or tasks. These include checking the

weather forecast, making a restaurant reservation,
and getting driving directions. Apple also allows
developers to use Siri's "intent handler" for third-

party apps. That is the way developers can create a
separate Siri-aware application that handles intents
for any app that can request a usage license. Siri is
in many ways the crown jewel of Apple's operation,
with Apple expected to make $10 billion in revenue

from the Siri app store, according to a recent
research note from Morgan Stanley analyst Katy

Huberty. But the answer to what could be the most
important question in Apple's recent history — how

to make Siri more relevant, useful and useful to
users — has been hidden. Siri is a literal answer to

its users' question of "What can you do for me?" It's
the Holy Grail of software. Part of the problem with

Siri is that, due to Apple's walled garden, it was only
using the very primitive Natural Language

Processing software and voice recognition that was
available on iOS and Mac and not the full capability

that was available to developers. Related stories
Apple's recent announcement that it is refocusing its

Siri team around the idea of "bringing the most
relevant experiences to its users," along with the

upcoming iOS 8 and OS X Yosemite, is evidence that
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the company is preparing to make changes to allow
outside developers to use the more capable and

powerful voice recognition that was originally
introduced with the iPhone 4.Rhode Island

Democratic Senator Sheldon Whitehouse took a
strong stand against the impeachment of President

Donald Trump during a Senate hearing on
Wednesday, saying that going down the path of
impeachment would be “counterproductive” and

“self-destructive.” “Impeachment is a very serious
matter, and as far as I’m concerned, it’s

counterproductive. It’s not going to get the truth to
the American people. There are other ways to go,”
Whitehouse said during the hearing. [READ: Mike
Pence’s National Prayer Breakfast remarks about
Donald Trump: ‘What the American people want’]

During his remarks, Whitehouse pointed to the
recent film “Impeachment: American Crime,” which
alleges that Trump committed impeachable offenses

while running for president. 5ec8ef588b
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