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1018.Image 1 of 2 SAN FRANCISCO — The United
Nations is considering a way to protect the Syrian

opposition that could include Moscow's
deployment of weapons — and possibly chemical
weapons — to the brutal rebel group. The group
led by Syria's president, Bashar Assad, has been

condemned by the United Nations for carrying out
a campaign of shelling in cities across the country,
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including in the province of Aleppo, one of the
country's most populous, according to Reuters
and the Associated Press. The U.N. cited the
shelling, and the sarin gas that it said killed

dozens of civilians on the night of Aug. 21, as
"clear" war crimes. Instead of sitting back and

watching the horrors unfold in Syria, the United
States and its allies, who are backing the
opposition with military and intelligence

resources, are trying to work with the main Syrian
opposition group to try to get an end to the

campaign. They want the Syrian government to
stop lobbing shells into the city of Aleppo, and to
send in peacekeepers to oversee the ceasefire.

The U.N. Security Council on Tuesday authorized a
resolution backed by Russia, China and the United
States that demands the Syrian government stop
shelling civilian populations, to allow access for
U.N. peacekeepers in the country and to halt its
attacks on the main opposition body, the Local
Coordinating Committees. The U.S. government

has said the Syrian government must agree to all
terms of the resolution 6d1f23a050
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