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F. H. Smith (entomologist)
Edwin Francis Henry Smith
(November 26, 1858 – April
22, 1919) was an American
entomologist. He worked at
the Bureau of Entomology of

the United States Department
of Agriculture from 1892 to

1912, and then at the
Carnegie Institute of

                               2 / 7



 

Washington. He was also an
amateur geologist and

paleontologist. Biography
Smith was born in Atlanta,

Georgia, in 1858. As a young
child, he developed an

interest in insects and began
collecting and rearing them in
his home, eventually building
the first insect collection in

the United States. In 1886, he
began work at the U.S.

Department of Agriculture's
Bureau of Entomology, and he
also became interested in the

small, but prominent, fossil
record of the early Cambrian.
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This interest was personal, as
his older brother and lifelong

friend Geiser G. Smith, an
amateur paleontologist, was

one of the first to uncover the
Cambrian fossils of the

Burgess Shale. Smith made
major contributions to the

knowledge of the taxonomy
and physiology of the house
fly, and in 1893 was one of
the first to document mass
collections of the insect in
South Africa. He also made
important advances in the

knowledge of the biology of
American cockroach, and in
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the taxonomy of the
Botanophora family. Smith's
interest in the life of insects
and arthropods was further
fostered through numerous
field trips to the American

West, where he took several
important collections of

specimens of copepods. Smith
was also a forerunner in the
development of the modern
study of the epidemiology of
insect pathogens. In 1905,
Smith published his major

work The House Flies of the
United States and Canada. He

also participated in the
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publication of the Diploma
thesis of Edward Drinker
Cope, the first American
entomologist to publish a

major work on palaeontology.
In 1912, Smith accepted a
position at the Carnegie

Institute of Washington. While
at the Carnegie Institute he
was primarily involved with

the study of soil micro-
organisms, and his work on an
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