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industry in the Wild West of Gauteng
Province, starting with the arrival of Hannes

Merensky in 1856, is often neglected or
forgotten in the wrong hands. At the very

heart of these forgotten histories is the story
of men and women who found their fair share

in the precious yellow metal. Gold Rush
pictures start with F.E. Lund's green-grey

photo of Lund's Creek, taken in 1858. Now
the pictures go back further than 1889. In the

art of goldrush history, the last field is the
paintings and engravings of the 'early gold
crusaders.' Since the late '50s, a new group
of artists has appeared in South Africa. Their

paintings are truly personal works, from
traditional mediums (oil, watercolor,

etchings) to digital (illustrated, etchings,
digital) and they are exceptional. These

works could tell the history of early
goldrushers, and it's worth our while to delve
deeper into their history and style. The first
goldrush South Africa's first goldrush was

found on the Witwatersrand (Rand), although
it was not named Witwatersrand until later.
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The geology of the Witwatersrand, a large
belt of granitic rocks in the southern tip of
Gauteng, only remained stable for about a
thousand years. In 1856 Hannes Merensky
(Merensky group) began prospecting South
Africa. He arrived in Gauteng in 1856 and
went on to find a great deal of gold in the

Witwatersrand and in the Blyvoor and
Rooibankplaatsen goldfields in the Transvaal.
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